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TI M.EI,I[NE 

Date: Thu.rsday, October 12, 2006 

Place: Wesl Cot.e :Hlancllc Bay, Louisian;~ 

Incident: Tug 'Boat MISS MLGAN, Athenu Construction Uarge A-106 and TBR Deck 
:Barge IBR-234 involvcd in Pipeline 'Fire (the "Incident") ---...--- 

7:(H) an1 through :1.:1.:30 arn -- Athena's work crew was rcn~ovirlg pi1in.g~ from storm 
damage at tank battery 3 in  the West Cote 13lanche May fi.eld (the "Field"); 

11:30 a111 - MLSS M E W  (the "'T'ug") began niovillg Athena constructiorl barge A-'I 06 
(t:he "Spud Barge") and IUK deck barge IR:R-234 (the "Deck 13arge") to Parker 'Rig $3'8; 

1157 am - One spud on tlte Spud Rarge fell, striking a naturi~l gas sales pipeline 
operated by Chevron (the "Pipeliiie"). :Brian Osborr~ -- Gulfport Energy Operations 
'Manager -was colltacted by Russe.1 Ronkartz (Cornpinyman on Parker Rig 8'R) who 
st.ated rhat the 'rug and a barge were on fire; 

12:00 PM - Mr. Osl~or~l conl.act,ed I-1:arry Scllwartz regarding the fire in the Field; 
c ,  

12:05 pm - Tliree Grasso en~ployees - Ricky Albert, Wayne L~Hlanc and Jonathan 
'Prilice -- notice 1h.e Spud Barge and TL& on Sire. Mr. Albert was located at a Gulfport 
Energy compressor skition and could sce the Spud Barge ellgulfcd in flatnes; 

12:06 plri - Several evcnls Lben occurred in rapid succession: 

-'Mr. Albert te1.ephoned 'Mr. Osbnrn ancl Mr. Sc11warI:z to inform them of die fire. Mr. 
Osborn and 'Mr. Scltwartz conlacl.ed Earl Peterson -- a Grasso Production Clerk 
contracted to Gulfport Energy -- who was tasked with reporting the lncident to the 
appropriate authoriti.es. 

-Mr. Alherl inst.ructed Mr. Pririce ancl Mr. LeRlarrc lo Lravel to the ac:cident site and assist 
the Tug and Spud Uarge crewmen. The two men traveled to the acciden.t site to assist the 
c.rew; spottcd persons in the wnler, and engaged in rescue efforts. 'Mr. Prince and Mr. 



LeRlan.c, while aboard theMJV CAPXA1N MITCH - piloted by 'Brian Romero -- rescued 
A.thensr e&ployee 'Brian Dumcenil; 

-'Mr. Albert ch.ecked Chevron's gas sales meter, and noticed that i t  was spinning rapidly, 
Mr. Albert then called Mr. Prince and inquired whether Ihe fire was a resu.lt of a break in 
[lie Pipeline. Mr. Alberl shut t,he valve. He then iiistrucletl Mr. Prince to relocate the 
CAPTAIN MITCH to the north end of the Field snc.1 shut the oth.er sales line .valve on the 
Pipeline. Mr. 'Prince and Mr. 'Lel3laac encounlered C.hevron person~lel at tlie valve 
location, and the Chevron persorinel closet! their valve. 

- 'Mr. 'l~:I3lanc alld Mr. Prirlce attempted to rescue the Tug and Spud Barge crewmen in 
the water. They then transi.tioned to'the north elid of the Fie.ld lo shut off the sales line 
valve. 

-Mr. Schwa.rk contacted Mr. Albert and instructed him to shut in tlie entire 'Field. This 
proccss was coriipI.eted at approxi1nal:ely 3:00 pm, 

'1.2:40 ptn - Mr. Peterson reported the 'Incident to St. Mary Piwish Sheriffs Depilrlment; 

12:50 pm - Mr. Peterson rcported the Incident to Petty Officer Emily Clorc of thc 1I.S. 
Coast Guard ("IISCC;"); 

1 :00 p n ~  - Mr. Peterson reported the Incident to Walter Hinge1 of the 'Lr)uisiana Stale 
Police, and was assigned incident # 06-06389. At this point, Mr. Peterson noted that the 
fire was out.; 

'1 ::I3 pl:n. - Mr. Peterson reported the 'Incident to Mr. Crews at NRC, and received NRC: 
#8 14478; 

137 ptn -Clharles Koval of the Nalional Triiiisporlation Safety Boud ("NTSB") 
contaclecl Mr. Peterson requesti.ng delail.~, and 'Mr. Peterson provided basic data; 

1:42 pm - Mr. Peterson comriluliicated with Emily Clore o.f the USCG regarding securing 
a poll'u~.ion control company; 

1:SO pri~ - Mr. Peterson contacted Jerry Dar~os of ESRrH and requested that ES&H 
dispatch a. crew to the Field; 



2:05 pm - M:r. Pel.erson spoke with Lou Creswell of the U.S. Department of  
Transportation regarding w1iet.her the datnaged Pipe:Iine was a regulated line and, if so, 
who regulated it; 

2:OY pm 'Mr. Schwartz irlfonns :Earl 'Peterson thal [.he Pipeline was not regulated; 

220 pm -Mr. I'eterson spoke with Mark Champagne of the 'Louisiana Department of 
Transportation & Yipcline regarding regulation of the da~nagcd Pipeline. .Mr. 
Champigne indicated that, based on prior experiences, the pipeline was not regu.lated; 

2:25 ptr~ -- Mr. Peterson spoke wi1.h Petty Officer Griffin of the USCG regardillg 
notificatiori Lo hunilies. Mr. Pet:erson and Mr. Griffin agreed that Cenlral Boat atid 
At:hena Construction Conlpany wou1.d do so; 

229 ~ I I -  Mr. Peterson spoke with Eddie of Ccrltral Boat Rentals (owner of the Tug) and 
Dana of Athena who each indicated that their respective conlpanies would nolify the next 
o:f kin; 

2:40 pm - Pat Chiiuvin and Grcg Jones of Chevron called Gulfport. Energy to offer 
t~ssistaace; 

3:'10 pm - Kevin I ~ ~ r ~ n . a n d  of ES&H arrived to accolnpany tlne USCG to the 'WCL313 field 
and the site of r:he ]Incident; 

432 pm - Charles 'Koval of the NTSB called to inforni Mr. Petersor~ thal himself and 
other NTSB marine and pipelirlc personnel would arrive from Washingon, 'D.C. the 
foflowil~g day to survey the damage, wd requested that the Incident site remain in an 
unaltered slate. 
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